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9-11 Syndrome - Political Scenario in 
Pakistan and Indo-Pak War Euphoria 

 
by Zulfiqar Ali Janjua 

I was that fateful day of 11 September 2001 when the World Trade Centre and 
Pentagon Complex were raised to ground by the alleged jehadi accused — Al-Quaida 
as a consequence of precision aviation attack; thus, completely outwitting the 
American defence planners and an array of mass sophisticated electronic protective 
shield around  Pentagon, a symbol of their icon of military pride, while lying in deep 
slumber and state of complacency considering themselves as invincible and 
immortals. It was like the fall of Roman Empire, gripping its leadership and the 
populace in ominous great fear  and sinking of national morale.  

This most unfortunate episode  resulted in tremendous loss of innocent human lives, 
the materials and nose dive of their financial institutions. Its tremors were rightly felt  
world over and condemned as such  unanimously by the civilized and the so-called 
semi-civilized world alike. It was a most cowardly act as denounced by the comity of 
nations and amalgam of all religions. However, the most painful and disgusting aspect 
of the whole episode was that neither the exact cause nor the concrete and unbiased 
proofs of this melodrama are yet made public. Since the national security scenario 
was coming under intense national debate and the outrage of common man becoming 
difficult to be cooled down by the American leadership, thus compromising their stay 
in the administration  chair; hence, finding there no immediate way out of this 
malaise, a quick answer was found in charting out a presumptive charge sheet against 
most talked about Osama bin Laden, Mullah Omar harbouring Osama’s Al-Quaida 
nursery and network. Thus, they were brought under most callous onslaught of all the 
world’s major armadas—-the most advanced, awesome and deadly military 
technology Vs the rifle and grenade launching ‘lashkaris’ of Afghanistan. They 
literally obliterated the landscape upside down and butchered callously Taliban and 
Al-Quaida diehards along with a few hundred netting of the suspects now held 
captives at different places. However, the spectre of Osama and Mullah Omar is still 
continuing to haunt the TV screens world over. The utterances of Pesident Bush and 
PM Tony Blair are also slowly and gradually dying down to normalcy. The shadows 
of coming events can well be found in the book written by Mr A.Rashid titled 
“Taliban, Islam, Oil and the Big Game in Central Asia”. Coupled with this, where is 
the Anthrax scare now? It was obviously a self-generated ploy to create persistent fear 
in the general public to keep them side-tracked and pre-occupied with a persistent side 
issue and away from questioning the back ground cause and effects of this drama. 

Now, coming to the centre stage of this macabre drama, the first obvious pawn in this 
whole game was to target the key player of this strategic gateway to Central Asia ie, 
Pakistan. The urgent compulsive factor for all the more reason was China’s winning 
the contract of constructing Gwadar’s deep sea port along with the construction of the 
linked coastal highway to Karachi and also buying total oil by outbidding all the 
Western contenders; hence, the first scavenging hand on the throat of President 
Musharraf. It was the irony of fate for the Americans, the Indians and the Jewish 



lobby that the heavens had installed a man in the shape of General Musharraf instead 
at the time as a visibly circumstantial accident. What all followed up thereafter is 
widely well known to the nation as a whole. I fully endorse the decisions taken so far 
by the President in this context except a little disagreement to the extent wherein he 
also felt compelled to offer ground access to the Americans along with supporting the 
anti-terrorist drives by the comity of nations in principle, voicing against terrorism in 
any form and granting the rights to cross over Pakistan air space by its aircraft. I 
strongly felt that holding on to the decision of granting staging ground facilities for 
further discussions with the political leadership and developing a national consensus, 
would have paid much more dividends since this was a ground reality and a military 
compulsion for the Americans, which the Indians inspite of their open arm offers 
couldn’t have been a strategic substitute in any way. Non-submission to all their 
demands and visibly immediate pressure on this account alone could never have 
prompted the Americans to resort to any immediate adventurism under any 
circumstances, since it couldn’t have fitted in their overall game plan and jeopardize 
instead the fleeting opportunity so cropped up. Any impulsive action on their part at 
that critical juncture was certainly restrictive for them, which would also have 
certainly alarmed and ignite any reaction from the Chinese as well who were 
otherwise regional affectees and also needed to join the war against terrorism. 

It is after a long time in Pakistan’s 53 years history that a soldier made politician after 
Quaid-e-Azam and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto that a spark of intelligence, political deftness, 
coolness of thought and action and a visionary thinking was once again visible on the 
National and International scene, where foreign media was found impressed, hungry 
to chase for his interviews, thoughts and perceptions on matters of military, political 
and social-economic significance and implications for the world in general and region 
in particular. As a human being, there is no denying the fact that he may also be 
having human weaknesses and deficiencies but then no one is perfect in all respects. 
After all to err is but human! If some good is seen, we should not be prejudiced not to 
appreciate and acknowledge.  Shouldn’t we feel proud to see a Pakistani President on 
the world TV screens/networks? 

We also had chief executives like Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif who were 
nothing but a student leader in the former in trying to impress through rhetorics on the 
rostrum and a businessman who mastered  in the buying and selling ie, horse trading 
in the latter. There was total lack of political sagacity, vision and qualities of true 
leadership and character strength in these psychophants, who always had their 
personal interests before the national interests. 

The history teaches us that the only sterling quality as the last war winning factor 
eventually, when everything has exhausted is CHARACTER. 

The culminating phase of this whole melodrama is the Indian intransigence now 
surfacing in finding it as a most opportunate moment to capitalize by way of fully 
gearing up its vicious media onslaught against Pakistan, moving major forces and 
equipment menacingly close to the international borders and LOC in Kashmir, 
issuance of continued naked threats by its top leadership to undo Pakistan once for all 
and dictating its leadership to stop cross border terrorism, Jehadi movements to and 
fro, handing over so called accused terrorists to them and stage managing dramas in 
the form of killing Sikh families in Kashmir, blasting of Kashmir State Assembly and 



terrorist attack on the Indian Parliament to malign Pakistan in the eyes of the countries 
of the world and subvert international opinion against her in order to extort maximum 
submission from Pakistan on one hand and weaken the Kashmir Liberation 
Movement on the other. Their leadership’s addressing to Pakistan as President Bush 
and dictating terms is highly insulting for its leadership and the peoples of Pakistan. It 
bears out vividly nothing but a very imbalanced leadership and a nation afflicted with 
senile degeneration. Haven’t we seen enough of Mr. Vajpayee’s legs trembling and 
lips quivering at the sight of Pakistan’s nuclear explosion while addressing his first 
press conference; even the pale facial expressions of Mr. Clinton as well. They were 
simply dumbed by the awesome sight of Chaghi Mountains. In fact this nuclear 
scenario has changed the old perceptions of Pakistan’s lacking the geographical depth 
now. The lack of this physical depth, which we had cultivated in Afghanistan over the 
years, is no sign of worry for us anymore and instead, to my mind, it is now the same 
geographical width which has turned out to be source of great strength by the “Divine 
Design”. It is now we who can safely and confidently strike India in all its depth 
without any radio active or nuclear fall out effects vis-a-vis Pakistan, if attacked by 
India to certainly face the windfall effects because of all our major cities being along 
the periphery of India. In winters especially, this effect would be more pronounced 
because the cold wind currents flow from Pakistan towards India. Even otherwise, the 
nuclear exchange is no child’s game; it would mean going back to the Partition stage 
and inch forward again while the current century is making spectacular strides and 
developments in all directions, especially so when it has turned into a Global Village 
for the present. The ugly exchange would otherwise also affect the global ecology and 
the neighbouring countries as well. So, who would let this happen in any way? 
Therefore, the present euphoria being fuelled by India is nothing but hollow threats 
and war of psychological rhetorics. Can India under any circumstances and logic 
undertake any such adventurism when it is aspiring to be an economic giant, continue 
swelling its foreign exchange reserves, vying to win the Security Council seat earliest 
possible — certainly not? Even incurring such a heavy expenditure on the present 
physical moves of all its major forces by a country run by Banias is also being seen 
and generally perceived by a large section of intelligentsia in Pakistan that it is 
America and the UK behind all these moves to shoulder this colossal expenditure to 
keep the noose tightened around Pakistan, keep it politically and socio-economically 
weak and looking for refuge in USA and UK to stay obliged to help fulfill their 
designated goals. The modern concept of war today is “Economic War”——- why to 
shed a drop of blood or expend a bullet, but to cripple slowly and destroy ultimately 
by making any country economically unviable. What the Indians and their protectors 
are doing is exactly the same to force and prompt Pakistan to also react likewise in 
moving our forces, creating an apprehensive and fragile economic situation to scare 
away world investors to resultantly stagnate home economic front. We should not fall 
prey to their Machiavellian ploys, propaganda and intense psychological war — a 
blunder we committed and fell pray in erstwhile East Pakistan as narrated in the book 
by General Jacob in their Eastern Commad at the time. Loss of our Eastern Wing was 
purely the outcome of psychological propaganda and fake wireless activity only and  
nothing else. I have served in Kashmir for over 3 1/2 years and tracked its length and 
breath on feet. In winters, after the evenings the snow covered areas and general moist 
nature of the soil makes it icy hard and highly slippery. Since all the attacks, to be a 
sure success, are to be launched at dusk and mostly before dawn; hence, undertaking 
any adventure in the present environment is surely doomed to disaster. Take it that 
there is going to be no war. However, by no means it does imply that we should not 



be alert and take no physical preventive measures and keep the intelligence agencies 
in high gear. Hence, we should stay cool, no major movement of forces except the 
airfield alerts and sending out of lay out groups only with special reference to critical 
ground areas. Lets see for how long the Indian forces could stay out of barracks — am 
sure they would again look for an apology and embarrassing way out. I have a deep 
conviction that Allah the Mighty and most Merciful, who created this country by 
Divine Design on the sacred night of 27th of Ramadhan, when finding this country 
encircled by devilish powers, always creates a new situation around, a quagmire 
where these devils would suddenly find themselves ensnared and a way out with a 
safe exit provided to extricate itself unscathed. Man proposes; God disposes. A day is 
soon coming when Taliban, who would be needing around 3-6 months to re-unite, re-
organise and re-equip to emerge afresh and re-activate the sporadic guerilla warfare. 
The resultant occasional loss in men and materials over a period coupled with 
inherent and never dying diverse ethnic rivalries amongst its conglomerate of tribes to 
create a very uncomfortable and questionable situation at invaders home, which 
would ultimately compel this world armada to backtrack in dismay. This is how 
Pakistan is again going to get out of this imbroglio, certainly much more confident 
and economically stable. 

Presently, though we are a so-called Nuclear Power and certainly much more safer 
and confidently defendable but, only in the Sub-Continental and regional context. 
However, as regards the internationally lurking dangers and pressures, we still look 
for only safe refuge and protection of our nuclear assets. However, we would become 
the real nuclear power that day only once we make quick, deliberate and definite 
advancement in the missiles enhanced range ie, development of ICBM capability. 
That would be the day of our actual Salvation because then any major world nuclear 
power would then have to think twice as well to launch any adventurism and 
intimidative drive against this country. However, for the present as an interim 
measure, if our existence at any stage appears to be compromising by any major 
power, which we otherwise cannot counter in the absence of ICBM capability, we 
may be forced to explode our nuclear device in the upper atmosphere as a last dying 
resort, which would then engulf the entire world ecology. I do pray that such an 
eventuality never arises and we stay as useful and dependable member of the comity 
of nations. We are a peaceful and responsible nation and the world should stay 
assured as such. May Allah protect our country and our leadership with strength and 
light to steer Pakistan as a progressive and enlightened nation of the century. 

The Fall Out 

• Islam and Jehad misinterpreted by mullahs and their backers in a very uncouth 
manner; thereby, instead of projecting it as a peaceful religion of love and 
great scientific research, this religion is now being perceived as terrorist in 
essence and spirit, which it never was.  

• The interpretation of Jehad was made highly objectionable and violent in spirit 
and implications, which it was not. Nowhere in Quran it has any such 
definition that suppressive armed aggression should be launched wherever 
Christianity, Hinduism, Jewism or even Atheism was the state religion instead 
of Islam. Islam was spread and opposites felt attracted towards it as a 
consequence to its peaceful practices, non-interference in other’s religions and 
beliefs and through personal conduct, model morality standards, respect and 



adherence to human rights or else what does it imply to say. “LAKUM 
DINAYKUM WALIYADIN” as said by the Prophet.  

• Closing of all doors of higher education by the developed countries which 
became contrary to the basic teachings ie, seek knowledge even if you have to 
go to China. It has turned out to be an exercise in self-annihilation and 
backwardness.  

• Americans will kill mullah Omar if captured but I feel Osama bin Laden will 
neither be captured nor killed or even if killed accidentally but, never be 
declared as such, because he would be providing a perfect scapegoat and an 
alibi for any adventurism against any so-called rogue state alleged to be 
harbouring him in the future.  

Last, but not the least, I would say that we should remain alert, alive and quite weary 
all the time even against the Americans and the UK because as long as their interests 
are served, they would continue showering appreciations upon the President 
Musharraf — let he be never complacent and duped by these vicious powers whose 
leadership statements while visiting India are quite pointed, double edged and 
ambiguous. May Allah keep us and this country under his benign protection. Amen! 

Mr. Zulfiqar Ali Janjua is a Lt. Col (R) from the Pakistan Army. 
 
http://www.atimes.com/ind-pak/DD02Df02.html 

quote:  

 

consequence of those military operations that seem to be dragging 
Pakistan toward an era of turbulence, the immediate evidence of 
which is the resurgence of the Kalashnikov culture of the 1990s - 
that is, a culture where the Islamists, small arms dealers, drug 
traders, Shi'ite-phobes and India-haters appear to be regrouping. 
Except this time, the escaped al-Qaeda and the Taliban elements 
from Afghanistan, who know nothing else but how to create chaos 
in the name of carrying out jihad, are also joining the preceding 
groups.  

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/04/02/international/asia/02BORD.html 

quote:  

 

 
An American reporter and photographer crossed the border into an 
area where foreigners have largely been banned by the Pakistani 
government. There were no Pakistanis on the border to question 
them. 
 
"Al Qaeda and Taliban fighters cross back and forth, and we cannot 
stop them," 

http://www.atimes.com/ind-pak/DD02Df02.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/04/02/international/asia/02BORD.html


 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A48951-2002Apr1.html 

quote:  

 

 
Pakistani Islamic militant groups extend far beyond the western 
areas that border Afghanistan. With backing from the Pakistani 
government, which until Sept. 11 was also the primary sponsor of 
Taliban rule in Afghanistan, militant Islamic parties have opened 
hundreds of offices across Pakistan in recent years. 

 

Washington Post on the Shoe Bomber and his connection with Packeeland.. 
 
Shoe Bomb Suspect's Journey Into Al Qaeda - Search Continues for Reid's 
Mysterious Handlers  
 
 
From last week: U.S. facing tough question of what to do about Taliban, al-Qaida 
fighters who have escaped into Pakistan 
 
 
This is Narayanan's site 
 
http://www.geocities.com/charcha_2000/essays/money_trail.html 
 
and there are some additional articles at  
 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bharatnirbhaya/links/Nexus_between_Pakist_00
1003427865/ 
 
Jaideep you have access to it . 
 
Kaushal 
 
 
LA Times:  
 
U.S. hopes man taken in Pakistan will divulge details on cells and plots around 
the world.  

quote:  

 

 
Zubeida and his aides have been trying to reconstitute Al Qaeda's 
command and control center in Pakistan since December, when 
they apparently fled across the border from Afghanistan during 
fighting at the Tora Bora cave complex, the officials said.  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A48951-2002Apr1.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A41327-2002Mar30.html
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http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bharatnirbhaya/links/Nexus_between_Pakist_001003427865/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-040202terror.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-040202terror.story


 

 
JEM, 
 
I have a list of recent links regarding ISI. 
 
http://observer.co.uk/international/story/0,6903,656227,00.html 
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/02/25/international/asia/25PEAR.html 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2002/02/24/wpearl24.
xml&sSheet=/portal/2002/02/24/por_right.html 
http://www.upi.com/view.cfm?StoryID=29012002-051905-2258r 
http://www.upi.com/view.cfm?StoryID=21022002-074135-8406r 
http://www.atimes.com/ind-pak/DB26Df01.html 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/2002/02/26/usat-lahore.htm 
http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/0226/p08s01-wosc.html 
http://www.msnbc.com/news/709458.asp 
http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/laweekly/20020208/lo/32194_1.html 
http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/0222/p01s04-wosc.html 
http://worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=26601 
http://www.nationalpost.com/news/world/story.html?f=/stories/20020226/17010
9.html 
http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/0215/p08s01-wosc.html 
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/0,,565-216257,00.html 
http://www.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0202/27/i_qaa.01.html 
http://www.indian-express.com/ie20020227/op3.html 
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/02/20/international/asia/20STAN.html 
http://www.newyorker.com/PRINTABLE/?fact/020128fa_FACT 
http://www.dawn.com/2001/10/09/top13.htm 
http://jang.com.pk/thenews/feb2002-daily/18-02-2002/main/main4.htm 
http://atimes.com/ind-pak/DB06Df01.html 
http://www.atimes.com/ind-pak/DB02Df01.html 
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/0,,565-216039,00.html 
http://www.mqm.org/English-News/Feb-2002/letter_kofiannan_260202.htm 
 
 
JEM:  
 
Please see:  
 
http://www.geocities.com/charcha_2000/essays/Musharraf_Terrorism_links.html 
 
Special site to appreciate the future Nobel Laureate. 
 
 
OCTOBER 29, 2001 
Businessweek Online 
http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/01_44/b3755128.htm 
 

Pakistan: Wild-Card Spies  
 
Are the ISI's ties to the Taliban a help or hindrance?  

If the U.S. needs one thing from Pakistan in its war on terrorism, it's decent 
intelligence. No nation is better acquainted with the Taliban regime that rules 
Afghanistan and shelters Osama bin Laden. After all, Pakistan helped create and 
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sustain the Taliban to ensure that Afghanistan would be a friendly and stable 
neighbor. Now, of course, Pakistan has switched sides and joined the U.S.-led 
campaign. President Pervez Musharraf, seizing a chance to renew relations with its 
old ally--and stick a thumb in the eye of archrival India--has agreed to lend a hand in 
the effort to bring bin Laden to heel. 
 
Much, however, depends on the cooperation of a secretive organization so powerful 
that it has been called Pakistan's "invisible government." The Inter-Services 
Intelligence directorate, ISI, is essentially Pakistan's Central Intelligence Agency. But 
its brief is far broader. The 15,000-strong ISI is said to formulate foreign policy, stifle 
opposition, and engage in drug trafficking from time to time. And while the CIA has 
sworn off "dirty tricks"--assassinations, fomenting rebellion, and other strong-arm 
tactics--the ISI is accused of doing little else. 
 
Of course, most such allegations of skulduggery emanate from India, hardly an 
impartial observer. And the ISI declines to comment on its activities, and did not 
respond to requests for interviews. However, it is widely accepted that the ISI backs 
militant groups fighting to wrest Kashmir from Indian control. For years, India has 
urged the U.S. to put Pakistan on a list of nations that support terror--to no avail. On 
Oct. 1, a group called Jaish-e-Mohammad claimed responsibility for a bomb blast in 
the Kashmiri capital of Srinagar that killed at least 38 people. "All such groups have 
been promoted, sustained, and continue to be supported by Pakistan, especially by the 
ISI," says a senior Indian official. 
 
To be sure, the militants could have been operating on their own, but the attack's 
timing raises an intriguing question: Is Musharraf in control of the ISI? In 1998, India 
accused him of supporting an incursion of militants into India-controlled Kashmir that 
led to the worst flareup between the nuclear-armed rivals in recent memory. But 
would Musharraf--eager to stand shoulder to shoulder with the U.S.--risk inflaming 
tensions in Kashmir at a time like this? Consider that just hours before the bombs 
began to fall on Afghanistan, he sacked the ISI's chief, Lieutenant General Mahmood 
Ahmad, an old pal, and replaced him with Ehans Ul-haq, widely regarded in Pakistan 
as a professional soldier who obeys orders. Musharraf "needed to make sure everyone 
is on the same wavelength," says Retired Lieutenant General Talat Masood. 
 
While Washington quietly applauded the reshuffle--former CIA chief James Woolsey 
Jr. calls it a "positive" signal--former Pakistani intelligence agents aren't so sure the 
ISI will cooperate with the U.S. To be sure, Pakistani and U.S. intelligence worked 
hand-in-hand during the 1980s campaign to drive the Soviets out of Afghanistan. 
Together, the ISI and the CIA funneled arms and money to the mujahideen rebels 
battling the Russians. 
 
TALL ORDER. However, getting the ISI on America's side in the anti-Taliban fight 
may not be so easy. "It's like asking a sculptor to break what he has created," says 
Hameed Gul, former ISI chief and an avowed Taliban supporter. "It's extremely 
difficult to reverse roles." Already, there are signs of resistance among ISI rank and 
file. A few days before the U.S. began bombing Afghanistan, renegade ISI operatives 
visited Kabul, say Pakistan intelligence sources, to help the Taliban prepare its 
defenses. Moreover, the ISI became increasingly Islamicized in the early 1990s. Javed 
Nasir, chief of the agency from 1990-93, recruited from Pakistan's religious schools, 



or madrassah, where hatred of India and the U.S. is part of the curriculum. 
 
Even if the U.S. manages to get the ISI to cooperate, American policymakers risk 
offending India. While Washington is asking Pakistan intelligence to turn on the 
Taliban for harboring terrorists, little is being said about its support for the militants in 
Kashmir. The apparent double standard has infuriated India, which just last year was 
basking in the warm glow of a landmark visit from President Bill Clinton. On Oct. 15, 
Indian troops shelled Pakistan positions in Kashmir, the first such action since an 
informal cease-fire went into effect in May 2000. U.S. Secretary of State Colin L. 
Powell, on a visit to both nations, urged the nuclear-armed rivals to restrain 
themselves. As even-handed as that sounds, it isn't seen that way in India, in part 
because Powell proposed U.S. military cooperation with Pakistan. 
 
While Musharraf won't give an inch on Kashmir, he is unlikely to look for a war with 
India now. He needs to stabilize Pakistan's economy, and the best way to do that is to 
stand with the U.S., which is dangling billions in aid. The question is whether 
Musharraf's new ISI chief can make the more-zealous operatives in his mystery-
shrouded intelligence agency toe the line as well.  
 
 
By Frederik Balfour in Islamabad and Manjeet Kripalani in New Delhi, with Stan 
Crock in Washington 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


